Subject: Arpin's Wednesday Blast - Gas Powered autos, gas levels - 09132023

Gas-Powered Vehicle Shipping Rules Explained: Fuel Level Requirements, Hazardous Classification, and Compliance Guidelines
This week we are discussing gas-powered vehicle shipping rules and hoping to clarify a few things. 
Pickup Fuel Levels vs. Shipping Fuel Levels: What’s the Difference?
There are two points where gas levels come into play, and they are interchangeable to a degree but also different.  
One is the level we request to pick up the auto, the gas level at “pickup”.  The other is regarding shipping the auto.  
Why Transport Service Providers Prefer Not to Receive Vehicles on Empty
To ship a conventional (gas only) car as non-hazardous which is what most are accustomed to under this program, the car must be on E for fuel level. This helps to be able to ship the automobiles as non-hazardous but gets convoluted for several reasons:
· As a TSP we have a concern about the mechanical condition of the car. We don’t typically know exactly what mechanical condition a car is in when we receive it and if possible, we move the auto via tow truck so that we test and try that condition as little as possible. “We” don’t want the car run to “E” as we have a concern about fuel injectors, starting the car at destination, etc. so that is reason one for not picking up the auto on E.”
· Agencies sometimes have gas levels above “E” stated in their regulations. In the 14FAM the level says no more than one quarter tank of gas. As a TSP we don’t want to contradict this with our pickup advice so we would stick with “no more than a quarter” on these autos. This generally prevents us from shipping as non-hazardous but is in line with what the FAM states. We also heard from a FAM agency that they have concerns about asking for a tank on “E” as in the past this has led to dragging the vehicle or forklifting the entire car to load it into or onto any means of conveyance. That is a resounding reason number 2 for not picking up on E.
· There are also many times in CHAMP moves that a gas tank on “E” would inhibit our jobs. There are times when the car must be moved around due to space constraints in a lot, to load the auto for shipping, to drop at an Embassy as opposed to the client for customs, licensing, etc.
Due to these reasons, we don’t ask for the autos on “E”.  
Why is this coming up now, this is nothing new?!
Good point dear reader! I feel like there are lots of things that fall under this category in this industry, old regulations and laws that continue to be reviewed, reinterpreted, etc. As we go through regulations and read them with new scrutiny these things come up. In the past it may have been assumed that if we requested the auto at an eighth of a tank, after some repositioning and loading it would be about as close to “E” as possible, and we could ship as non-hazardous.  
How IMDG and 49 CFR Regulations Impact Gas-Powered Vehicle Shipments
However, the IMDG (International Maritime Dangerous Goods) regulations do not allow non-hazardous shipping unless the tank is empty. All of this started due to our instructions for auto pickups and our desire to be in line with what our accounts were doing.
Here is a link to the regulations in full under 49 CFR 176.905:  https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-176/subpart-O/section-176.905
(i) Exceptions. A vehicle is not subject to the requirements of this subchapter if any of the following are met: 
(3) The vehicle is powered by a flammable liquid fuel that has a flashpoint less than 38 °C (100 °F), the fuel tank is empty, and installed batteries are protected from short circuit. Vehicles are considered to be empty of flammable liquid fuel when the fuel tank has been drained, and the vehicles cannot be operated due to a lack of fuel. Engine components such as fuel lines, fuel filters and injectors do not need to be cleaned, drained, or purged to be considered empty. The fuel tank does not need to be cleaned or purged.
If the POV does not meet the above, it must be declared as hazardous, the UN classification(s) would apply and POV’s must be booked to move hazardous, with the necessary IMDG declaration, etc. 
Note, this is for conventional (gas only) powered autos. If an agency wants us to request that all autos are received on empty, we will have more options in shipping, but we believe there are a lot of reasons that this would not be the best idea, but it is possible. As we dive into auto movements more and more, mostly due to fully electric and hybrid electric vehicle concerns, light is shed on all regulations and steamship lines are giving all these more scrutiny (i.e., asking for written confirmation that the auto is on “E” to book a conventional POV as non-hazardous, asking a TSP to sign a legal letter of intent (LOI) stating there are no issues with the car’s mechanical condition etc.).
If the vehicle contains over one quarter tank of gas, it cannot be shipped at all!
Roll-On/Roll-Off (RO/RO) Shipping Exceptions for Vehicles with Fuel
There are some special circumstances that allow cars with no more than one quarter tank of gas to be shipped as non-hazardous, such as roll on roll off, where a car is driven on and off the boat and sails on a specific vessel for vehicle shipping (open/ventilated area and non-containerized). Even this can be challenging, because US FLAG RO/RO doesn’t go everywhere the CHAMP program does, (even if we had to trans-ship in Europe, it would eventually have to go inside of a container, and we’d still be subject to the IMDG regulations for declaring a vehicle with fuel in it as hazmat/DG. Of note, we had two autos slated for RO/RO, which we needed to send to another port to be shipped containerized which changes the fuel level equation for us in shipping.   
Understanding Special Provision SP961 for Automobile Transport
SP961 – This is a special provision that says in a nutshell that automobiles being shipped on a roll on roll off vessel can be shipped with no more than one quarter tank of gas OR if EMPTY can be shipped in a container.
Increased Regulatory Scrutiny on Vehicle Fuel Levels and Documentation
These are the only exceptions for vehicles NOT ON EMPTY. Otherwise, the automobiles must be shipped as hazardous. We believe that these regulations and the new scrutiny on such is why GSA recognized the need for hazardous shipping and allowed the pass-through charge as indicated below as well as attached.
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So, to confirm, this is not necessarily anything “new.” These regs have been in effect but based on the gas levels at pickup and the written word how we feel we should be dealing with things as we go forward unless an agency asks for a gas level at pickup of “E”.
Vehicle Recall Requirements Before Transport
One last thing regarding autos that may have slipped by is that any recalls are to be remediated prior to picking up. Arpin checks each VIN once that is received on a move to see what is out there. If the recall poses a safety risk (electrical, fuel, etc.) then we are allowed to turn back the automobile until the fix is complete per the following:
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Hybrid and Electric POVs: When filing POV rate offers in accordance with this RFO, those
POV rate offers apply to POV with all types of fuel sources — e.g., those with intemal
combustion engines, hybrids and electric vehicles. For some POVs, however, it is understood
that due {o the condition or nature of the POV, hazardous material associated fees may be
required to safely transport the POV and satisy all hazardous material shipping laws and
regulations. If those hazardous material associated fees cause the POV shipment charges to
be greater than a TSP's applicable POV cost accepted and displayed in TMSS 2.0 on the day of
pickup, then a TSP may be able to identify those applicable hazardous material associated fees
on their invoice as a pass through charge. TSPs should refer to the "Advisory in Response to
Hazardous Material Associated Fees Related to the Shipment of Privately Owned Vehicles
(POVs) dated February 28 2023 for additional information.
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POV RecallRequirements: Due to the status of POV recalls which involve electrical systems
‘and could potentially start a fire resulting in damage to the POV andor other property, GSA is
encouraging TSP to work with each individual Agency on protocols for accepting POV
shipments. It is the TSP's responsibilit o provide advance, written notice to the employee
‘advising that it is the employee’s responsibility to ensure that there are no outstanding recalls on
a POV to be shipped. If at the time of pickup, the TSP identifies that a recall has not been
remedied, then the TSP may refuse the shipment of the POV due to a known, unremedied recall
that could cause safety/damage issues (such as with electrical systems). Prior to refusal,
however, the TSP must inform the Agency of the identified recall and provide the Agency a copy
of the advanced, written notification of employee responsibility that was provided to the
employee. Employees, agencies, and/or TSPs may check a POV recall status at the following
website by entering a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN): www_nhtsa govirecalls.




